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The car (hoping to be) in front is a Toyota
After more than a decade away from international
sportscar racing, Japanese giant Toyota is back - and
the TS030 closed-cockpit LMPl car on which it is pinning
its hopes of LeMans glory was tested at Paul Bicard
last week. For the full story of its ambitions, see P34-

Pic: Moy/Toyota Hybrid Racing

-. MICMELIM

NOWONflNDROID/lPHONE

Tous droits de reproduction réservés

Date : 02/02/2012
Pays : ROYAUME-UNI
Page(s) : 6

Page  7



(2/2)  CIRCUIT PAUL RICARD Tous droits de reproduction réservés

Date : 02/02/2012
Pays : ROYAUME-UNI
Page(s) : 6

Page  8



(1/8)  CIRCUIT PAUL RICARD

Autosport {Main}

UK
Thursday 2, February 2012
34,35.36.37
1780 sq. cm
ABC 29144 Weekly
page rate 22,310.00, sec rate C36.00
020 8267 5998

Source:
Edition:
Country:
Date:
Page:
Area:
Circulation:
BRAD info:
Phone:
Keyword: Paul Ricard Circuit

Sportscar racing has lost Peugeot, but Toyota
has stepped in. GARY WATKINS looks at
whether the Japanese firm can beat the best

Toyota has had a long
obsession with the Le Mans
24 Hours or, more correctly,
trying to win the greatest

sportscar race of them all.Once an
almost permanent fixture on the entry
list, the Japanese manufacturer has
stayed away from the Circuit de la
Sarthe for 12years. Yet for more than
half that period, it was plotting a
return. The Toyota TS030 HYBRID
unveiled last week is the manifestation
of a project that started way back in
the middle of the noughties.

PROJECT TIMELINE
The seeds of Toyota's international
sportscar return in the FIA World
Endurance Championship, which

in motorsport. A modified roadgoing
Lexus GS450I1 was entered in that
season's Tokachi 24 Hours in
conjunction with the SARDteam and
one year later they won the event with
a modified Super GT-Supra using
Toyota's first racing hybrid system.

Murata will only say that
development, focused on reducing the
size and weight of the hybrid systems,
has been continuous since that time
and won't go into details. But it is
known that an LMPi test mule based
on the Dome S101 ran as early as 2007
and that a further car built by the
Japanese firm was on track in 2010.

There are a myriad of factors why it
has taken so long for Toyota to arrive
back on the international sportscar

issues and regulation issues," he
explains. "It has been very complicated,
but this was the first time that we
could come."

The green light to design Toyota's
new petrol-electric hybrid finally came
at the end of 2010. The decision to
build the car and put a programme
in place for 2012 had been expected
in March last year, only to be delayed
by the earthquake that hit Japan that
month and the events that foDowed.

The final go-ahead came last
October, though technical director
Pascal Vasselon insists that the delay
hasn't had a significant impact on the
scope of the project in 2012.

"Yes, the decision came late, but in
the end it has only cost us Sebring,"he
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says.'Th^prograramefor M&&would
alwayshaveneenadev^^
starthigwith one car.The oriy

Notracingin;
option,accordingtoVasselon:*TWs
year is a trair^aeaSM ndtbere 

Missing 
are

severalwayswe couldhavedone that.
Wecouldhavespentthe cconplete
year testing,but we feelthe best
preparationis to goracing."

fl^nWpf^iJ^lifn^hajtheen

TMftis^ex-fbrimuaiteam with

exgilaiaswttythe carhas been deskmed
a^binTtaiaofteaitir^inQdogne,

Fihavebeenused on this car,and the
samepeople,too"he says ofthe TS030.
"The carhas beenmtireh/ designed

cent of the carbonparts haw beenhwTtin-housjft."

ongoing.TbeTSoiothat makesits
race debut at the Spa6 HoursWEC
event onMay5willnot lookthe same
as the oneunvefiedafEnd Hard, last
week.That's whyVassdon admitshe
is only"TiaK-harqjy"withwhatthe
worldhas seensoJar,

"ft looks good,but it is not the finalbodywork,''he says."Knowingwhat
is in the pnieBne,!am strugglinga

Youcanexpecta carthat pushes
the boundariesa littlemore."

Shanesomyits 90-degreev*6angle
with the customer engineused bythe
RebellionLolateamin last year's
LeMans Seriesand hitercontmental
LeMans Gup.
. Ther^riawetplaat is smallerand

usedby ajehefflonbecauseoftheieed '
to gosauteof the wayto eaocelBag
out the weightdisadvantagesthat, come
wimnmmngasahybridMuratasaysi^

HMBI1'
iVfMHWHjjfcftf f Itfl^illr

p^^^slfleaperima^gwith
ny^^^siems oil thejgont and tear
ÿaries*n wffl'ltwi&tomakea ArisMm
on w^^touse^asp^titeliegdations,
aiitiUwiimBoy^odaysbetecas race
dehutTftSp*.

Tbe^eaie ptoses andminusesofboth1ijatemsi ISoergyretrievalcmth*

The

beea^ more than 50per cent ofthe
teakmg loadspii anJLMPacar ate a t̂he
ftont,W^ras8etoaayil^5neWon
is muchmore conrolic^tedJ|aAtilat

•Hfioemain advantagew^h using
the&mtaSSe is tractk&l^jhjcbjias
tobe better becauseyoua&^siag.
fowwheeiCbfrsay&'TPheirai*
alsoadvantage*iatenas of tyte
in^ft^ifihtfflwp^ttpw^mtf ft ifrnftjtjcii
easier 6^ the reaTtyres wheiifte
extra power b delivered Qnthe.JxgHt.
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Toyota'aLeMansheartache
FASTBUTFLAWED
A glorious failure or Just downright unlucky?
There are two schools of thought when trying
to assessToyota's long history at the Le Mans
24 Hours. There have been times when the
millions It spent created cars that weren't good
enough, other times when misfortune was the
only thing that stood between It and victory.

The turbo Group CToyotas were never a
match for the best cars In the field, the jaguars
and Sauber-Mercedes,and when It got serious
for 1992 with the British-developed TSOIO,it

again fell short against the all-conquering
Peugeot 905. TheToyotawas neither as fast
nor asreliable asthe French car and notched
up a best result of second,albeit six laps in
arrears, In 1992.

A privateer, though works-blessed, entry
arguably cameclosest to giving ToyotaIts
longed-for Le Mansvictory. SARD'Sreworked
GroupC car would havewon but for a broken
gear linkage with 90 minutes to go in 1994.

The GT-Onearight well haveended Toyota's
drought. In 1998, the entry driven by Thierry
Boutsen, Ralf Keileners and Geoff Leeswas still
In the mix with just over an hour to go, despite

two changesof gearbox internals. Thecar's
late retirement was down to a spot of finger
trouble: the sump plug, hastily put back during
the replacement of the gear cluster, fell out

TheGT-Onedriven by the all-Japanese
line-up of Ukyo Katayama,Toshio Suzuki and
Kelichl Tsuchiya finished a dose secondthe
following year after a late puncture dropped
it off the lead lap. Theother two, faster
Toyotas both went out in the night through
no fault of the drivers involved. Martin Brundle
ran over somedebris on the MulsanneStraight
and Boutsenwas ln|ured after being punted up
the rear at the first corner.
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Nakajima,Wurzand
Lapierreleadline-up
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GT-Oneof late '90s was
firm's last Le Manscar
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TS030 racer's look will
change before itracps
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